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Better Futures Begin With Books



This past year marked many important
milestones for Bernie’s Book Bank—each
one meaningful, and none possible
without the passionate, committed
support from partners like you. With your
support, we accelerated our impact,
reaching children from Chicago’s Third
Coast to the Cream City of Greater
Milwaukee and all the way down to
Florida’s Suncoast. Today, over 16 years
after our founding, I’m proud to share that
we have now delivered more than 30-
million moments sparked by green bags
filled with books and possibilities.

We believe that owning a book can open
up a world of opportunities for a child,
and the lack of book ownership remains a
persistent challenge in our communities
and across our country. The good news?
At Bernie’s Book Bank, we’re laser-
focused on solving this solvable problem
—and through partnership and with your
support, we will.

The recent findings from a five-year
randomized controlled trial, or RCT,
completed in partnership with Milwaukee
Public Schools, reinforces our belief that
better futures begin with books. The
study found that students from Bernie’s
Book Bank schools achieved significant
reading gains relative to their
counterparts in control schools. 

To our knowledge, Bernie’s Book Bank is
the only active nonprofit organization to
participate in a RCT directly evaluating
the effectiveness of a comprehensive
free book distribution program, and that
has been found to produce positive,
long-term effects on literacy
achievement. This is big. Books are
change-makers, and together, we are
changing children’s tomorrows, one bag
of books at a time.

We are deeply grateful for your
continued support and trust. Together,
in 2025 alone, we delivered more than
2.5 million books to 315,000 children.
As we embark on 2026, we remain
committed to get even more books
into the hands and homes of children
who need them most with a goal to
increase book distributions across all
of our Chapters.

GEOFF SURKAMER 
NATIONAL BOARD CHAIR

Friends,

Partner with us, and let's
rewrite the future.

Hand-delivering free high-quality books
to children who need them most since
2009. Bernie’s Book Bank transforms
children’s lives through book ownership
by sourcing, processing, and distributing
free high-quality books to children who
need them most. 
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Our Story



In 2009, we set out to build an American
Institution—a metropolitan-based
children’s book bank model that is 
ultra-effective, efficient, scalable, and
sustainable. One that we plan to replicate
in every major metropolitan area in the
country where we are needed and
welcomed.

We focus on communities where children
are least likely to have access to books of
their own and supply children who need
them most with free high-quality books to
build in-home libraries of their very own.

Funded by generous individuals,
foundations, and caring companies,
the secret to the success of Bernie’s Book
Bank is our passionate team of partners,
donors, and volunteers who believe
there’s nothing more important than
empowering children to read. 

Together, we stand for the transformative
power of book ownership, knowing that
better futures begin with books. Through
our collective efforts, we are making a
lasting impact in our communities one
child at a time, for generations to come.

RELATIONSHIP
Committed to giving before
receiving, we go all in with each
other, sharing a passion for literacy,
service, and connection.

ENERGY
Our pace is urgent, some say
unstoppable. And our passion for
solving a solvable problem is
contagious.

LIMITLESS
We believe in the power of working
hard to do hard things together,
positively united in what’s possible.

SIMPLICITY
We stay laser-focused on our
mission, and what we do best.

EDGE
Literacy is not a luxury. Books
are not just a nice thing to have.
Children are counting on us. 
We do not take this lightly. We take
it personal.

We exist to be a
partner in ending
the literacy crisis
in America and

put ourselves
out of business.

Our Story

Our
Values



Source: nationsreportcard.govSource: nationsreportcard.gov

The 2024 average
reading score decreased
by 2 points from 2022
and 5 points from 2019.
Only 30% of fourth-
grade students
performed at or above
the NAEP Proficient
level.

The 2024 average
reading score decreased
by 2 points from 2022
and 5 points from 2019.
Only 30% of fourth-
grade students
performed at or above
the NAEP Proficient
level.

Reading scores fell
by 2 points compared
with 2022. A third
(33%) of eighth graders
scored below the
NAEP Basic level, the
highest percentage
since 1992.

Reading scores fell
by 2 points compared
with 2022. A third
(33%) of eighth graders
scored below the
NAEP Basic level, the
highest percentage
since 1992.

Why We’re Here

4th
Grade 

8th
Grade

Nearly 40% of U.S.
fourth graders have
between zero and
25 books at home.

Nearly 40% of U.S.
fourth graders have
between zero and
25 books at home.

Source: National Center for
Education Statistics, 2022
Source: National Center for
Education Statistics, 2022

40%
Children with 60 or
more books at home
are 5.5 times more
likely to read above
the level expected for
their age.

Children with 60 or
more books at home
are 5.5 times more
likely to read above
the level expected for
their age.

5.5X

Source: National Literacy Trust, 2024Source: National Literacy Trust, 2024



2009
Bernie’s Book Bank
was founded and
served over 3,000
local children in our
first year. 

2012
Reached a major
milestone: 1,000,000
free, high-quality
children’s books
distributed.

2015
We opened a dedicated
Chicagoland facility,
powered by 1,600
monthly volunteers who
help sort, pack, and
distribute books. 

2019-2023
With generous funding from the
Laura and John Arnold Foundation,
we conducted a 5-year randomized
controlled trial measuring the impact
of book ownership. 

2024
We expanded nationally
to Greater Milwaukee,
reaching 60 new schools
and more than 20,000
additional children.

2025
We expanded to
Florida’s Suncoast
with a goal to serve all
343,000 qualifying
children across 12
counties.

Timeline
Founded by Brian Floriani in 2009,
Bernie’s Book Bank was inspired by
his father, Dr. Bernard P. Floriani,
who, never without a book, read his
way to a better life.

In our first 12 months, we sourced,
processed, and distributed 140,000
children’s books. In our second year,
we expanded our operation and
reach and distributed 350,000 free,
high-quality children’s books. By the
end of 2012, our third year, we had
distributed 1 million high-quality,
age-appropriate books into the
hands and homes of children in
under-resourced communities.

Today, we have hand-delivered over
30 MILLION free, high-quality books.
Our effective, scalable, and
sustainable model allows us to
source, process, and distribute eight
books every year to children from
birth to sixth grade so they can have
a home library of their very own and
always have a book within reach.

Funded by generous donors and
committed companies and fueled by
a passionate team of partners and
volunteers, we believe better futures
begin with books.



The
Study

The Study
Findings

Generously funded by the Laura and 
John Arnold Foundation and conducted by
Dr. Geoffrey Borman

Beginning in 2018, we embarked on a
journey to build evidence about the
impact of book ownership. Specifically,
Bernie’s Book Bank participated in a five-
year randomized controlled trial (RCT)
designed to measure the impact of
Bernie’s Book Bank providing free, high-
quality books on students’ literacy
achievement.

In partnership with Milwaukee Public
Schools, the study randomly assigned
sixty schools to either receive the Bernie’s
Book Bank book distribution intervention
(the treatment group) or to a waitlist
control group that would not receive the
books until the conclusion of the study. In
the treatment schools, Bernie’s Book Bank
would provide all kindergarten through
sixth-grade students with an average of
seven high-quality free books per year, or
a total of 34 free books over a five-year
period.

GEOFFREY D. BORMAN, PH.D.
ALICE WILEY SNELL ENDOWED PROFESSOR
MARY LOU FULTON TEACHERS COLLEGE
ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY

Approximately five years after the study
began, the study found that students
from Bernie’s Book Bank schools achieved
significant reading gains relative to their
counterparts in control schools.

Specifically, the study tracked students
who were in grades 1 and 2, respectively,
at the start of the study and who
remained within the school district over a
five-year period (2018-2023), through
grades 5 and 6, respectively—and found
that students in Bernie’s Book Bank
schools achieved higher scores on the
spring 2023 standardized state literacy
assessment (the Wisconsin Forward
Exam, the study’s primary outcome). 
The observed effect on literacy
achievement would translate to
approximately 25-32% of a school year
in additional learning, relative to the
control group.1

For those students who attended Bernie’s
Book Bank schools at the beginning of
the study and remained in those schools 

through the five-year follow-up and
therefore received multiple years of
books, the impact on literacy achievement
was even larger—the equivalent of
approximately 52-65%
of a typical school year's growth.

The literacy effect for students also
appears to grow over time—meaning the
more years that a student participates in
the Bernie’s Book Bank program the
greater the return on literacy
achievement; the study posits that this
could be due to the accumulation of a
home library over time, through the
ongoing receipt of Bernie’s Book Bank
book deliveries. All at a cost of $16 per
child per year.

To our knowledge, Bernie’s Book Bank is
the only active nonprofit organization to
participate in a RCT directly evaluating the
effectiveness of a comprehensive free
book distribution program, and that has
been found to produce positive, long-term
effects on literacy achievement.  It’s
simple really—we believe better futures
begin with books, and we’re committed to
building the evidence.

2

2. Prior RCTs have been carried out of free book fairs for elementary
school students from low-income families and found to produce
suggestive-to-promising impacts on reading achievement (e.g., see
Allington, et al. “Addressing Summer Reading Setback Among
Economically Disadvantaged Elementary Students.” Reading Psychology,
2010, vol. 31, no. 5, pp. 411-427). However, those efforts have taken
place strictly within the context of research studies, and there does not
appear to be an associated organization to carry out the intervention
within communities. 

1. This estimation of literacy growth is based on the study’s findings
that, at Grades 5-6, Bernie’s Book Bank students’ scores were 0.101
standard deviations (SD) higher than control students’ scores on the
Wisconsin Forward standardized assessment; and national estimates
of students’ average growth across various standardized literacy
achievement tests from Hill, et al (2008). Hill estimates average
student growth on literacy would be 0.97 SD in Grades 1-2, 0.60 SD in
Grades 2-3, 0.36 in Grades 3-4, 0.40 in Grades 4-5, and 0.32 SD in
Grades 5-6 - for an average of 0.53 SD across grades 1-6. Since the
Bernie’s Book Bank study found an effect of 0.101 standard deviations
on literacy growth, one could estimate that the effect would translate
to around 1/5 (or 20%) of a grade level. Citation: Hill, C.J., Bloom, H.S.,
Black, A.R., & Lipsey, M.W. (2008). Empirical benchmarks for
interpreting effect sizes in research. Child Development Perspectives,
2(3), 172-177. https://doi.org/10.111/j.1750-8606.2008.00061.x (Full text
available online).

1

1

2

For more than a century,
researchers have observed
that children with more
books at home generally
achieve better educational
outcomes than those from
homes with few or none.
Yet, we do not know
whether increasing the
number of books at home
directly causes better
outcomes or if it is merely
one of many factors
explaining achievement
gaps between children
from more and less
privileged backgrounds.
This study demonstrates
that Bernie’s Book Bank
can indeed generate a
measurable impact on
children’s educational
outcomes.

READ THE
COMPLETE 
BERNIE’S BOOK
BANK STUDY >

https://srcd.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1750-8606.2008.00061.x
https://srcd.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1750-8606.2008.00061.x
https://srcd.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1750-8606.2008.00061.x
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2521416123
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2521416123
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2521416123
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2521416123
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2521416123


Building
The Evidence

Frequently
Asked Questions

The RCT of Bernie’s Book Bank marks a
major step in our efforts to understand
the impact of our repeated free book
distributions on students’ literacy
outcomes.

Bernie’s Book Bank is committed to
understanding and growing our impacts
on important student literacy measures,
consistent with our mission to supply
children who need them with free high-
quality books to build in-home libraries of
their very own.

Because the study took place during a
time period (2018-2023) that includes the
COVID-19 pandemic, there are some
questions that this RCT cannot answer
definitively. For example, due to school
closures during the 2020 and 2020-21
school years, students were unable to
receive all of the planned deliveries of
free books over the course of the study—
which means that the study only
measures the impact of receiving a
smaller portion of Bernie’s Book Bank’s
usual 8-book annual distribution
intervention.

Why did Bernie’s Book Bank decide to participate in a research study? 
We believe better futures begin with books. This simple belief guides what we do every
day. We’re a nonprofit that operates like a business, we think about ROI, and it’s
important to us and to our mission that we understand the effectiveness of our
program. Insights gained from the RCT will help us deliver more books to more children
and do so in an effective, efficient manner. 

Who carried out the study? 
Generously funded by the Laura and John Arnold Foundation, the RCT was conducted
by a third-party, independent researcher Geoffrey Borman, Ph.D., Arizona State
University. Over the past two decades, Dr. Borman has been an independent consultant
to numerous educational program developers, businesses, universities, research
centers, and the federal government. 

What is a randomized controlled trial (RCT)? 
A RCT is a study in which participants are randomly assigned to either a group that
receives an intervention (such as a Bernie’s Book Bank books) or a group that does not.
By comparing outcomes between these groups, researchers can determine whether
the intervention itself caused any observed changes. RCTs are designed with the
highest level of scientific rigor.

Additionally, the study was unable to
track literacy outcomes for a number of
students who left the school district
over the course of the study—which
means that the study’s impacts apply to
those students who stayed within
Milwaukee Public Schools.3

3. While all 60 schools remained in this school-level RCT for the full
duration of the study, the study sample experienced attrition.
Specifically, literacy achievement data were only available at the 5-
year follow-up for 50.65% of the students (49.43% of students in
Bernie’s Book Bank schools and 52.05% of students in control
schools) who had been in Grade 1 or 2 at the time the study
launched (the 2018-2019 school year).

References &  Resources
Arnold Ventures Summary of RCT Grant >
American Idea Foundation -  Bernie’s Book Bank Grant
Announcement >
Researcher’s Pre-Analysis Plan >

The findings from
the RCT suggest
that Bernie’s Book
Bank’s free book
distribution
intervention can
meaningfully
improve children’s
reading achievement—
and can do so at an
incredibly low cost.
KIM CASSEL
EVIDENCE ADVISOR

https://www.arnoldventures.org/stories/rct-of-bernies-book-bank-a-free-book-distribution-intervention-for-high-poverty-students-to-be-conducted-in-a-large-sample-of-chicago-area-elementary-schools
https://americanideafoundation.com/2023/07/18/bernies-book-bank-youth-book-ownership-provides-pathways-out-of-poverty/
https://americanideafoundation.com/2023/07/18/bernies-book-bank-youth-book-ownership-provides-pathways-out-of-poverty/
https://americanideafoundation.com/2023/07/18/bernies-book-bank-youth-book-ownership-provides-pathways-out-of-poverty/
https://americanideafoundation.com/2023/07/18/bernies-book-bank-youth-book-ownership-provides-pathways-out-of-poverty/
https://osf.io/c8j6z


Stories of 2025



In 2025, Bernie’s Book Bank reached a
major milestone: 30 million books
distributed to children who need them
most. Each book represents more than a
story—it’s a tangible investment in
literacy, equity, and opportunity.

This achievement reflects the collective
power of our volunteers, donors,
educators, and partners who make large-
scale impact possible. 

From our first distribution to our 30
millionth, one belief has guided us: books
in the home changes outcomes for kids.

Thirty million books down.
Millions more stories ahead.

30 Million 
Moments
Like These



FUN FACT: Since our founding in 2009, our
drivers have officially logged enough miles to
have driven to the moon and back. 

We move mountains, and mountains, and mountains
of books driven by a passionate team of partners,
supporters, and volunteers who believe there’s nothing
more important than getting books into the hands and
homes of children who need them most.

2025
By The Numbers

2,541,032
CHILDREN REACHED

TOTAL BOOKS DISTRIBUTED

315,000



Our Volunteers



TOTAL VOLUNTEER 
HOURS

TOTAL VOLUNTEER
CHECK-INS

TOTAL INDIVIDUAL
VOLUNTEERS

46,653 25,963 

16,774 



50-HOUR CLUB: GENEROUSLY GIVING 50 HOURS
OF SERVICE ACROSS A 12-MONTH PERIOD

At Bernie’s Book Bank, the joy of empowering more children to read is only matched
by the joy of being part of a community of like-minded people committed to the
same cause. 

Barbara Abrams
Ande Andersen
Mary Anderson
Stephanie Ano
Kristin Anson
Janice Aronoff
Kirk Baldwin
Nancy Babendir
Nancy Bard
Susan Becker
Gail Bosman
Kathy Brady-Blake
Julie Brame
Sharon Brock
Heather
Buddenhagen
Rachel Buenaobra
Nicole Centracchio
Mary Chase
Molly-Quinn Chase
Sheila Connelly
Suzanne Czosek
Jerilynn Deerfield
Terry Demarco
Andrew Dembitz
Patrick Doran
Finn Doran
Lynn Dyschkant
Drake Dyschkant
Roman Dyschkant
Kerry Eagar
Susan Eggener
Amber Emken
Denise Fiducia
Nancy Flowers

Mary Lou Foss
Nancy Frankel
Carol Gaines
Rita Gertie
Anne Girod
Jennie Gunnerson
Martha Hall
Nicole Hewitt
Elizabeth Hindmon
Ellen Hurt
Trish Hutchinson
Julie Jansen
Thomas Jones
Sheryl Kalvin
Elizabeth Kenkel
Sandra Kenkel
Kathryn Kibitlewski
Ellen Klawans
Anita Kohn
Laura Kosmerl
Becky Kotsinis
Cece Lasinsky
Viola Lazar
Susan Lee
Irwin Levine
Wendy Lyons
Julie Matters
Keith McDaniel
Mary Ann Mcdowell 
Lucas McKeon
Margoth Moreno
Bill Murphy
Raymond Nelson
Miles Paris

Gemma Parker
Sandra Pihos
Susan Piro
Bunny Polovin
Bharati Rameswaram
Gay Reid
Jan Ritz
Casimir Rodriguez
Elaine Rodriguez
Bonnie Roelle
Sharon Roth
Sue Rowlands
John Samuelian
Eileen Schultz
Lisa Schurgin
Maryann Shebelski
Judy Siegal
Barry Siegal
Patti Silverman
Carol Simon
Gordon Skogen
Joe Stoll
Molly Stoll
Nancy Tassler
Celeste Thai
Dominique Tyrpak
Kosta Vatianou
Markos Vatianou
John Venson
Skylar Waldron
GayAnna Weddle
Mimi Weisbach
Michelle Wilson

Volunteers Like You
Shape Our World



Our Chapter
Highlights



1,032 DISTRIBUTION 
PARTNERS→

2,341,348 BOOKS 
DISTRIBUTED→

As the headquarters of Bernie’s Book Bank, Chicagoland remains the heart of our
mission and a powerful engine for innovation, partnership, and impact. From
celebrating literacy in classrooms to hosting our largest fundraising events, this
region continues to show what’s possible when community, philanthropy, and
purpose align.

Where Our Story
Began—and Where it
Continues to Grow.

There’s nothing quite
like the excitement of
a child coming home
with a new book,
eager to read and share
what they’ve learned.
Bernie’s Book Bank has
truly enhanced the
Armstrong community,
and we are deeply
grateful for their
ongoing support
and partnership.
OTIS DUNSON
GEORGE B. ARMSTRONG CPS
PRINCIPAL

CHICAGOLAND
HIGHLIGHTS

Cook
DuPage
Kane

→ 6 COUNTIES
ACROSS
CHICAGOLAND

Lake
McHenry
Will

CURRENT COUNTIES
SERVED:



OTIS DUNSON
GEORGE B. ARMSTRONG CPS
PRINCIPAL

3 AUTHOR
READ-ALOUD
EVENTS

ACROSS
6 CLASSROOMS

This September, Bernie’s Book Bank
proudly celebrated Literacy Month by
bringing stories to life in partnership with
Penguin Random House—one of the
world’s leading publishing houses.
Together, we hosted a month-long Author
Read-Aloud Series, featuring acclaimed
authors Dr. Ebony Joy Wilkins, Shifa
Saltagi Safadi, and Doug Cenko, who
generously shared their books, voices, and
love of reading with our community.

Chicagoland rallied for literacy all year
long—from our signature events like the
Book Lovers’ Lunch with Shelby Van Pelt
to our spirited Bernie Cups to our fan-
favorite Birdies & Books held annually at
the prestigious Shoreacres. From our
second annual Booksgiving family
volunteering event to our eighth annual
Patrick Mannelly Award Dinner, 2025
brought supporters together around one
shared mission: children’s book
ownership.

Book drives hosted by individuals,
schools, companies, and bookstores—
including partners like Barnes & Noble—
and even community institutions like the
Dunn Museum added incredible
momentum, helping provide variety,
sustainability, and a way to make every
bag of books feel personal.

And across Chicagoland, VIP Book
Distributions with partner schools
allowed our supporters to experience our
mission firsthand as they placed our
green bags filled with 8 books directly
into the hands of K–6 students—sparking
joy and reinforcing the power of reading.

Together, these efforts reflect the
strength of our Chicagoland roots—and
our continued commitment to leading
with purpose, partnership, and impact.

Celebrating
Literacy Month

Community Traditions
That Give Back 

→

+100 CHILDREN
REACHED→

→

Dr. Ebony Joy Wilkins
Langston Hughes Elementary

Doug Cenko
Gresham School of Excellence

Shifa Saltagi Safadi
Durkin Park Elementary

Book Lovers’ LunchBook Lovers’ Lunch

Birdies & BooksBirdies & Books

Booksgiving
Chicago
Booksgiving
Chicago

VIP DistributionsVIP Distributions



MILWAUKEE
HIGHLIGHTS

NOVEMBER
Bernie’s Book Bank hosted its first
Booksgiving event at Ivy House. We
welcomed over 100 people of all ages to
learn about impact of volunteering, while
enjoying Wizard of Oz themed activities.

DECEMBER
Bernie’s Book Bank built strong
community engagement through
Holiday Book Drives at Barnes & Noble,
Boswell Book Company, Wonderland
Bookshop, and with Elsie, a 9-year-old girl
who collected 1,250 books! 

“We’re continuing to build a powerful network of
literacy champions united with us in our mission
to get books into the homes of every child who
needs them.”

JENNA RENNO
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
GREATER MILWAUKEE

Greater Milwaukee
Advisory Board  

Notable
Events
MAY
Bernie’s Book Bank hosted its first Book
Lovers’ Lunch, a sold-out fundraising
event featuring author Renée Rosen,
bringing together book lovers and
champions of literacy in support of
Milwaukee children.

AUGUST
In a summer of growth, we shared an
amazing day at Strawberry Creek hosting
a Bernie Cup as well as the expansion of
the Greater Milwaukee team with our
new development and marketing
manager, Tess Iding.



100 SUPPORTERS
In 2025, our Greater Milwaukee Campaign
launched in January, welcoming more
than 100 supporters, followed by early
corporate pop-up book sorting events
that introduced new partners to hands-
on impact.

8 VIP BOOK DISTRIBUTIONS
Through March and November, we reached 
K–6 students, reinforcing our 
commitment to delivering books directly
into children’s hands.

60 SCHOOLS
During the 2024–2025 school year, we
served 60 Milwaukee Public Schools,
reaching 20,000 students, while expanding
into CHOICE/Charter schools, Early
Learning Centers, and bilingual community
spaces.

35,000 BOOKS 
A pop-up volunteer book sorting event in
June offered a preview of the future
Milwaukee facility experience. Over 100
volunteers came together to sort 35,000
books in a single day.

BERNIE’S BOOK BANK
EXPANSION
Bernie’s Book Bank is expanding its
impact with a new 30,000-square-foot
processing center in Glendale, Wisconsin.
The facility will serve as a hub for
volunteering and distribution, allowing
the organization to reach more children
across Milwaukee and surrounding
counties.

Set to open in July 2026, this marks
the grand opening and the next phase of
growth. By the end of 2026, Bernie’s Book
Bank hopes to serve 40,000 children
annually in Greater Milwaukee—and
double that by 2027—with help from
volunteers and community partners.

The cornerstone of this momentum rests
in a generous investment made by the
late Natalie A. Black in honor of her
husband, Herbert V. Kohler, to springboard
our efforts in Greater Milwaukee.

GE POWERING
MILWAUKEE FORWARD
GRANT
In October, Bernie’s Book Bank was
thrilled to join Powering Milwaukee
Forward (PMF) as a 2026 grantee!
Alongside fellow grantees, we’ll continue
PMF’s focus on supporting the Milwaukee
community, all while strengthening
frontline charity workers, the very people
who make this work possible. As PMF—
an initiative supported by the GE
HealthCare Foundation and the Charles
Antenenkomunpo Family Foundation
(CAFF)—enters its second year, we are
ready to team up and continue powering
MKE forward.



Distributions in 2025 reached 10 Title I
elementary schools in Sarasota and
Manatee counties—the heart of the
Suncoast. Kindergarteners and first
graders were prioritized in this first phase
of impact, helping to build home libraries
at a critical stage in literacy development.

Together, these events symbolized
Bernie’s Book Bank’s first major step
into new territory, hundreds of miles
from our original home, while affirming
our dedication to thoughtful, mission-
driven expansion and to building
Bernie’s Book Bank as a trusted
national brand.

This inaugural year has focused on planting seeds—leadership, governance, and
relationships. In the year ahead, those roots will continue to deepen as the Suncoast
Chapter expands their service area and builds local infrastructure, moving towards our
ultimate goal: distributing books to the more than 300,000 qualifying children on
the Suncoast.

Building the
Foundation

FLORIDA SUNCOAST
HIGHLIGHTS

In its first year, nearly 2,000 students
have received bags of books—four books
per child—placing almost 8,000 new
books into the homes of children across
the region.

The official launch of the Florida
Suncoast Chapter took place during a
milestone week in March 2025, marked
by two signature events held just one
day apart: the Bernie Cup and a
cultivation event at Waterworks. Both
gatherings were intentionally designed
to bring together not only donors, but
also community members, education
leaders, and partners who share a
commitment to literacy—including the
local education foundation. 

SUNCOAST CHAPTER
LAUNCH EVENT AT
WATERWORKS, MARCH 2025

BERNIE CUP AT
LONGBOAT KEY CLUB,
MARCH 2025

Notable
Events

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, AMY BOTT
As Florida Suncoast’s first local employee and executive director, Amy Bott
has a background as both a teacher and nonprofit leader. Amy’s career has
been shaped by education, literacy, and youth development. Her leadership
ensures the chapter’s work remains deeply aligned with local school
districts and responsive to the needs of children and educators across
the Suncoast.



Two additional roles—a development
& marketing manager and a
partnerships manager—will deepen
relationships with local school
districts and community partners and
support the projected regional growth.

To support this growth, a Facility
Committee is leading efforts to
establish a local location by
summer 2026. Plans include a
8,000-square-foot temporary
facility as Phase 2, paving the way
for a future full-capacity site in
Phase 3.

MORE BOOKS IN THE
HANDS OF CHILDREN

AS IMPACT EXPANDS,
SO DOES THE TEAM

From the colorful bags to the sturdy books
inside, Bernie's Books were a HUGE hit with our
students. They had smiles from ear to ear and
didn't want to stop reading! Thank you.
NANCY MILLER
LITERACY COACH, BALLARD ELEMENTARY—SCHOOL DISTRICT OF MANATEE COUNTY

Current Service Area

Future Service Area



Our Financials



Individuals
59.9%

Foundations
16.8%

Corporate
15.7%

Planned Giving
7.6%

Chicagoland
52.7%

National
19.9%

Greater
Milwaukee

15.3%

Florida Suncoast
12.2% 52.6%

$2,414,013

$7.5M Total
Revenue

BY SOURCE BY CHAPTER

Bernie’s Book Bank has been a longtime partner of LEARN, and our scholars look forward
to their book deliveries every year. It’s always a big day, students love sorting through their
bag of books, trading with friends, and discovering new stories. Bernie’s Book Bank makes
reading feel fun and exciting, and that joy helps build a real love for books. Our principals
and teachers love having Bernie’s Book Bank as a partner too. The books support what’s
happening in the classroom, and it’s amazing to see students so genuinely excited to
read. For many of our scholars, these books become treasured parts of their home
libraries. We’re so grateful for the way Bernie’s Book Bank helps bring the magic of reading
to our schools.

ALIDA BARANOWSKI
LEARN CHARTER SCHOOL NETWORK DEVELOPMENT MANAGER

in books donated by generous publishing
partners and community book drives



2025 Supporters



Our Strategic
Partners
Investing in today’s readers, future leaders



Members of the Giving Tree
Society provide committed
support that empowers Bernie’s
Book Bank with the resources we
need to get books into the hands
and homes of children who need
them and move us closer to our
goal of reaching all qualifying
children in our communities.

Deep
Roots,
Lasting
Impact: 
The Giving Tree
Society

SEEDLING
GIFTS OF LESS THAN $24

MEDIUM LEAF
GIFTS OF $48 TO $95 A MONTH

LARGE LEAF
GIFTS OF $96 TO $299 A MONTH

APPLE
Gifts of $300 a month or more

SMALL LEAF
GIFTS OF $24 TO $47 A MONTH

Anonymous (3) • Erin Abzug • Joseph Adams •
Michael Allen • Charles and Ricki Alva • Debra
Behrman • Janet Bergman • Leif Bergquist •
Luciana Bonifazi • Darcy Bowe •Natalie
Brottman • Lillian Bui • Kelli and John
Calzaretta • Steve Christensen • Craig Clark •
Andrew and Jenna Cohen • Ciara Downey •
Leeann Enright • Diana Epstein • Jennifer
Fissel • Peter Frac • Nicole Hansen • Eloise
Haverland • Bill and Vicki Hollander • Peggy
Huang • Renu Jaitly • Lisa Jenkins • LaVerne
Johnson • Brian and Victorene King • Darcie
Kuse • Janet Martin • Mary McDowell •
Pamela Miller • Greg Moser • Pamela Ohman •
Adriana Patiño • Amanda Pictor • Wendy
Pinkley • Megan Pratscher • Brian and Sara
Price • Wei Qiu • Erin Riggs • Jayne Rosefield •
Fran and Lloyd Sarrel • Doug and Sandra
Simon • Deb Silberstein • Reid Smith •
Kimberly Spoerke • Todd Stocke • Martin
Suter • Sanic Timmer • April Veoukas • Tracy
Verciglio • Megan Weiman • Amanda Wiley •
Peihsin Wu-Manchester

Veronica Appleton • Michelle Baron • Douglas
Batesky • Brandon and Elissa Bowlin • Wendy
Jo Brant • Andrew Calcutt • Patrick and Betsy
Canning • Alyson Chapman and Michael Orr •
Robert Cohen • Bonnie Cross • Andrew and
Marla Dembitz • Joseph Eisenhut and Amber
Emken • Mike Finnin • Nancy and Jackson
Flowers • Mary Forester • Jeff Formeller •
Jean and Jon Giardina • Christy Glick •
Elizabeth Goldstein • Craig Goldwyn • Linda
Grandolfo • Maureen and Dave Grinnell • Ann
and Brian Guntli • Olivia Hancock • Cassi
Harbuck • Mike Hendershot and Mary DiRago •
Matthew and Tammy Kerouac • Erika Krit •
Meghan Lang • Claire MacDonald • Breanne
and Paul Makovec • Angela Marquez • Andy
McCormack • Mark and Lori McLaughlin •
Michael Mengarelli • John and Mary Mickus •
Heather Moore • John Nations • Beth
Nicholson • Madison Northrup • Jo Ellyn
Owens • Miles and Kathy Paris • Patriot
Financial • Jake and Eileen Peters • Daniel
Peterson • Bunny and Robert Polovin •
Amanda and Nicholas Reed • Cheri and Al
Reid • Cheri and Ed Richardson • John Richter
• Bonnie and Steve Roelle • Phil and Cathy
Rosborough • Barb and Al Ross • Max
Schlather • Diane Scholten and Sue McGill •
Catherine Schuler • Jennifer Seymour • Peggy
Sherman • Jenny Simpson • Stacy Simpson •
Maeven Sipes • David Snyder • Jackie and Bill
Spaciel • Marni and Bennett Spencer • Margo
and Joel Spitz • Steve Stupec-Hernandez •
Kim Tews • Kelli Thorp • Those Book Ladies •
Robert Thurman • Mia and Robert Trauger •
Debby Visus • Candace Vondra • Kate Wade
and Brian Stream • Julie Ward • Rachelle and
Tyler Wieczorek • Andee and David Wilkov •
Matt and Bethany Williams • Natalie Ziemba

Brian and Carlee Adamson • Elisa Allan •
Scott Arnold • Meredith Castro • Genious
Chaudhry • Warren and Susan Corrado •
Edward DeShazer • Brian Dinsmore • Lou
Dore • Julius Girod • Marilynn Gliniecki • Julie
and Chip Goodman • Rob Habich • Meena
Held • Harriet Heyda • Nicole Jagielski •
Kathy and Brian Kibitlewski • Robert and
Ellen Klawans • Joe and Marisue Lacher •
Brian and Keli Likosar • John McCauley •
James Mueller • Pharma Logistics LTD • Sam
and Susan Piro • Grace and Jason Ries • Kurt
Riesenberg • Teri and Jared Robins •
Rockwell Automation • Peter and Maria
Roehmholdt • Sue Rowlands • Patrick and
Sally-Anne Schmick • Edelissa Valdez • Mary
Sue and Jeff Welch • Samuel Whitman •
Laura and Michael Wood • Dennis Wong

Mary Anderson • Anonymous • Jeff and Abby
Burtelow • Andy and Kristin Daniels • Danielle
DuMerer and Robert MacArthur • Patrick
Dunn • Charles and Patti Edwards • The
Glenmore Group • Francis and David Griffin •
Dianne Johnson • Erin Kirchner • Soran and
Megan Leahy • Liz Lloyd • Carol Sale • Marko
Vajda

Anonymous • Christina and Matt Beer •
Tracie and Jeff Haas • Eric Olson and Laura
Bermudez • Reed Construction Foundation •
Joe and Sarah Rock • Regina and Alberto
Ruocco • Terry and Cindy Simmons • Maya
Smart • Kristie and Matt Stegen • Geoff
Surkamer



Thank you for
putting your
trust in us as
a partner.
Every dollar
you invest is
used wisely.

$100,000+
AbbVie Foundation • Anonymous • Black
Spring Foundation • Greg and Dana
Gliniecki • Hunter Family Foundation • Bill
La Macchia • David and Karen Della Penta
• Wyman Family Foundation

B—Donor of 5 Years 

The average retail price of a
children’s book is $13. We source,
process, and distribute children’s
books for less than $2 a book. From
the smallest gift of $1 to the largest
gift of $500,000, every gift
is valued and impactful.

$50,000 to $99,999 
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund • Dude Wipes •
Edward Jones • Mark and Allyse Harger •
KPMG • Reed Construction • Savills •
Steans Family Foundation • Zebra
Technologies

$25,000 to $49,999
AbbVie • Anonymous • Marty Cappelle •
Charles Antetokounmpo Family
Foundation • Glen Corkill • Helen
Gallagher • GE Healthcare • Greater
Milwaukee Foundation • Kathleen Walsh
Husman Foundation • Mary and Ted
Kellner • Kemper Educational & Charitable
Fund • Bowman Lingle Foundation •
Northwestern Mutual Foundation • Wes
and Margie Matthias • Q & Q, Inc. •
Dominique Raccah and Raymond Bennett
• Ripberger Family • Rockwell Automation
• Suffolk Foundation • TAWANI
Foundation • Trustmark Foundation •
David and Pamela Waud • Wintrust • Gail
and Jeffrey Yabuki

7x24 Exchange International • Adams
Street Partners • Allstate Insurance
Company • Anonymous • Backstop
Solutions • Belvedere Cares • BUKU
Branded • Jeff and Abby Burtelow •
Capital Group • Continental Electrical
Construction • Sarah Cook • 

$10,000 to $24,999 

Damico Family Foundation • Edward S
Sprague Foundation • Egerter Family
Foundation • ELCO Mutual Life & Annuity •
Elkes Foundation III • First Bank Chicago
Foundation • FM Global • Curtis Gardner •
Brian and Coleen Gelber • GEM Realty
Capital • May River Capital • Chip and
Emily Grace • Anders and Donna
Gustafsson • Hauske Family Foundation,
Inc. • Mike and Mary Herr • Hersch Klaff •
Kelso-Burnett Co. • Kenilworth Union
Church • Kind Oasis • Ryan and Monica
Levy • Greg and Margaret Linder/Linder
Family Foundation • Don and Cindy Malin •
Paul and Holly Miller • Miller Cooper •
Schreiber Philanthropy • PNC Foundation
• Richard and Ethel Herzfeld Foundation •
RJ Levitz Family Fund • Regina and Alberto
Ruocco • SW Family Fund • Eddie Taylor •
Doug Treco • Trend Holdings Foundation •
The Uhlig Family • William Blair • Clint
Coghill

$5,000 to $9,999 
Anonymous • Anonymous • Associated
Bank • Basic Metals, Inc. • Baxter Credit
Union • Michael and Christine Berkson •
Bridge Alternatives • Brunswick Group •
Craig and Caryn Caffarelli • Rich and Jill
Caffarelli • Roger Chang • Cherry Lake
Publishing • Chicago Bears • The
Christopher L. & M. Susan Gust
Foundation • Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints • The City of Milwaukee
Office of Early Childhood Initiatives •
Clune & Associates • Connexion • Cooley
LLP • Brian and Lisa Cornell • Brad Couri •
Aaron Cox and Tara Marazita • Patricia
Crawford • Crescent Cleaning • William
and Karen Dahut • Brooke and Rob Davis •
Book Depot • Discover Financial Services •
DLA Piper • Peter and Jennifer Dunne •
Ecolab • Executive Construction • Fairway
Metals • Federal Savings Bank • Fine
Family Fund • Joel Friedman • Gartner •
Gen Re • 

George and Patricia Kashou Fund at the
Greater Milwaukee Foundation • Gorter
Family Foundation • Harold F. & Suzanne
D. Falk Foundation • Steve Hammersmith •
Nancy and Jack Hartung • Helen Brach
Foundation • Hines Global Real Estate •
Hirsch Brick & Stone • Kathleen and Kevin
Hooper • IMC Trading • Jack Miller Family
Foundation • Jeff Bill • Johnson Controls •
Vikram Karnani • Kelaico Foundation •
Kemper • Rich and Marsha Kolb • Jeffrey
and Sandra Lesage • Long Grove
Confectionery Co. • The Masterson Family
• Mary McCarthy • Milne Family
Foundation • Morris Capital Management •
Ram Natarajan • Roger and Vicki Newell •
NFP • Norvell IP • Courtney and Jill
Nottage • Chuck and Julie Parsons •
Northpond Partners • Sue and Tom
Paulson • Craig and Mary Piotrowski •
Plante Moran • Polsinelli • Tad and
Christine Render • Phil and Cathy
Rosborough • Rosborough Partners • Scott
Simpson Design + Build • Segal Family
Foundation • Samuel Sider • Terry and
Cindy Simmons • Simplicity • Special
People in Need • Kristie and Matt Stegen •
David Storch • Geoff Surkamer • Stacia
Thorson • Gerard and Cynthia Toohey •
Town Bank • ULINE • Venture One Real
Estate • Robert and Cara Verigan • W.W.
Grainger, Inc. • Todd and Stephanie Wall •
Chris and Diana Webb • Wesco • Robin and
Mike Zafirovski • Zurich North America



$1,000 to $4,999

1895 Bancorp of Wisconsin Community
Foundation, Inc. • Abbott Fund • Brian and
Carlee Adamson • Alliant Energy Foundation
• Alliant Re • Amazon • Sheila Ander •
Anonymous • Anonymous • Anonymous •
Anonymous • Anonymous • Anonymous •
Anonymous • Anonymous • Nick and Kristin
Anson • Rob Armstrong • Scott Arnold • The
Azek Company • Jeffrey Barlow • Audrey
Barsella • BDO • Mary Beck • Christina Beer
• Reid and Kati Behrens • Beverly and Bill
Birck • Gary Brochin and Lori Sinder • Ryan
Burgett • Andrew Calcutt • The Campbell
Family Fund • Canopius • CDK Global • CDW
• Craig and Megan Cerbins • Challenger,
Gray & Christmas, Inc • James and Amy
Chapman • David Chorley • Brad Clore •
CME Group • Steve and Carol Collier •
Michael and Mia Connolly • Patricia
Contreras • Andrew Corkill • Warren and
Susan Corrado • Cotality • Mike and
Jennifer Covey • Charlie Cunningham •
Andrew Curto • Michael Dahl • Delaware
Council on Economic Education • Andrew
and Marla Dembitz • Roger and Sandra
Deromedi • Daniel and Laurie Doherty •
Jason Domash • David and Juli Dreifuss •
Kathy Drennen • Ryan Duncan • Robyn
Edisis • Charles and Patti Edwards •
Enterprise Fleet • Elliot Farkas • Roger and
Nancy Ferch • Lesley and Chris Fisher • Tim
and Kathleen Flannery • Jeff Formeller •
Forward Space • Scott and Margaret Francis
• Carol and Don Gaines • Mark Gard • Mark
Gelula and Pat Bloom • Kim Glenn • Good
Shepherd Catholic Church • Karina and
Keith Goode • Matt and Jamie Goode •
Megan and Robert Gray • Green Bay Packers
Give Back • Jeff Greenbury • Daniel
Griesbach • Francis and David Griffin • Roy
and Robin Grossman • Guarantee Trust Life
Insurance Co. • Guy Carpenter & Company •
Tracie and Jeff Haas • Habush Habush & 
Rottier Charitable Fund within the Community

$500 to $999 

Elisa Allan • American Landscape • Amgen
Foundation • Mary and Jerrold Anderson •
Anonymous • Anonymous • Anonymous •
Anonymous • Anonymous • Anonymous •
Anonymous • Anonymous • Anonymous •
Anonymous • Anonymous • Anonymous •
Anonymous • Connie Antoniou • Artisan
Partners • Emily Ayers • Tim and MaryBeth
Babcock • Dennis Belcastro • Kenneth
Bennett • Mark and Christine Betz • Erik
and Liana Billings • Philip Block • Robert
Blum • Bryan Garrett Law Firm • Brian
Bukowski • John Burtelow • Meredith
Castro • Bill Cate • Paul Cecchin • Nicholas
and Eleanor Chabraja • Genious Chaudhry •
Chubb Charitable Foundation • David Citron
• John and Maureen Clifford • Tory Cosich •
Mike and Kara Curran • Jim and Janet
Czarnecki • Andy and Kristen

Foundation for the Fox Valley Region • Brian
Hack • Kyle and Mary Ellen Hanson • David
Hauldren • Leslie Hauser and Karl Wuesthoff
• Shane Hoff • T B Horek • HydraForce • J F
Flynn Building • J.W. Crews, Jr. and Jeraldine
Farr Crews Foundation, Inc. • Tim and Meg
Jagielski • Nicole Jagielski • JBS Foundation
• Dianne Johnson • Johnson Financial Group
• JP Morgan Chase • Jerome Kahn • Matt
Kaplan • Tom and Catherine Kinder • Erin
Kirchner • Kiwanis Club of Lake Bluff & Lake
Forest • Shirley Klinner • Knauz Automotive
Group • Kurt and Allison Kohlmeyer • Russell
Kohnken and Christine Collins • Todd Kontny
• David Kriete • Patricia Kroness • The Krugler
Family Charitable Fund • Shelley Kuehneman
• Joe and Marisue Lacher • Joseph and
Amanda Lamberti • Peter Lappin • Sharon
Lau • Matt and Anne Lautz Family
Foundation • Soran and Megan Leahy • Lee
Family Foundation • David and Cynthia
LeMieux • Lenox Advisors • Bruce Leska •
Craig and Carol Levin • Barbara and Herbert
Linn • Elizabeth Lloyd • Jeff Lucido •
Madison and Susan L. Lees Foundation • Paul
Maly • Michael and Ling Markovitz • Chuck
and Lynnaea Martin • James McCarthy •
Matthew and Tiffany McCauley • David
McMahon and Kayla Angeletti • Joe
McNamara • Phil Menzel and Ellen Debus •
John and Maryann Meyer • Milwaukee Rotary
Club • Zak and Lesley Mirkowski • Tim and
Susan Morris • Robert Neumann • James
O’Rourke • Old National Bank • Eric Olson
and Laura Bermudez • Omron Foundation •
Colleen O’Sullivan • Pajeau Children’s
Foundation • Andy and Susan Pasternak •
Parvez Patel • Usha Patil • Scott and Alisa
Patterson • PayPal Giving Fund • Pepper
Construction • Pharma Logistics LTD •
Presbyterian Church of Western Springs •
Nancy and Ben Randall • Kip and Melissa
Read • Reed Construction Foundation • John
Reilly • Grace and Jason Ries • Kurt
Riesenberg • Rio Tinto Services • Robert
Becker • Margaret Robertson • Joe and
Sarah Rock • Mark Rogers • Mike Rolfs 

• Harvey Rose • Rose Pest Solutions •
David and Betsy Rosenstein • Barb and Al
Ross • Sasser Family Companies • Saxe
Roberts • Patrick Scott • Brad Serot •
Michael and Molly Shapiro • Sheffield
Foundation • Doug and Sandra Simon •
Jason and Kate Slocum • Maya Smart •
Ryan Smith • St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church • The Starbucks
Foundation • Pamela Stark • Jordan
Stobaugh • Angela Storm • Tim Suter •
Gary and Leslie Swenson • Mark and
Andrea Taylor • Janet and Kevin Terry •
Melissa Tischler • Twin Disc • Patrick and
Pamela Tyrell • Marko Vajda • Valent
BioSciences • Jim and Lynn Van Cleave •
Stephanie Waisganis • Webster Bank
Charitable Foundation • West Drive, LLC •
Peter Westmeyer • Dieter Wiedmayer •
Kristin and Jamie Wildman • Nathan and
Megan Winters • David Witz • Marc and Deb
Yarbrough • Jim and Tina Young’s
Charitable Trust Fund at The Chicago
Community Foundation • Danny Yunez

Daniels • Keith DeLoach • Deloitte Foundation
• Andrea Devos • Brian Dinsmore • Lou Dore •
Heather Dow • Jason Dreifuss and Samara
Schwartz • Kevin Duffey • Danielle DuMerer
and Robert MacArthur • Patrick and Katy
Dunn • Tim Dunneback • Jan Elman Stout •
Robert and Anne Essner • Matt Feetterer •
Christy Floriani • James and Kathy Forshey •
Erin Fox • Katie and Matt Frekko • Patrick
Gainer • Ray Gall • Grant Galloway • Jon and
Jean Giardina • Matt Giese • Anne and Tito
Girod • Glencoe Gray Charitable Fund • The
Glenmore Group • Marilynn Gliniecki • Steve
Goldstein • Julie and Chip Goodman • Henry
Gosebruch • Kyle Gray • Greater Milwaukee
Association of Realtors Youth Foundation •
Richard Greer and Lori Blaker • Jeffrey
Greiner • John Greschuk • Christopher Griffin
• Mary and David Grumhaus • Anne Gualano •
Eric Hassel • Leslie Hayes • Kathryn Heavey •
Jojo Hebl • Harriet Heyda • Laura and
Stephen Hoepfner • Matthew Holbrook •
Marty and Anne Horn • Meghan Hoxmeier •
Nathan and Denise Ide • Danish and Sonia
Ismail • J. McLaughlin • Bill Jacob • Jennifer
Jeffries • Craig Johnson • Kirk Johnson •
Michelle Johnson • Steven Johnson • Curtis
Jordan and Paige Petersen • Kate Kelly • Sean
Kennedy • Kathy and Brian Kibitlewski •
Robert and Ellen Klawans • Brandon
Klinetobe • Chris Klingenstein • Eric Larson •
Laura Lazarczyk • Todd and Erica LeBlanc •
Cecil Levy • Nelson and Louisa Levy • Virginia
and Ellen Ley • Brian and Keli Likosar • Dan
and Lauren Litchfield • Dave and Renata
Lumsden • Robert and Cheryl Martin • David
and Patty Mattingly • Cynthia Mazza • Justin
McCarthy • John McCauley • Margaret and
Kirk McInerney • Mark and Lori McLaughlin •
Marlene Mihalsky • Kevin and Deborah
Milliken • Kim Mitchem • Erin Monforti •
Nicole Moon • Erin and Matt Movall • Mowery
& Schoenfeld • Michael Mughetto • Ian
Murphy • Jeremy Murphy • The Networking
Group • Al Nietzel • Joan and Frank O’Connell
• Nick and Kerry Ottenwess • Kathleen
Paroubek • Nick Patti • Pepper Group •



Andrea Perino • Sam and Susan Piro • Andy
and Faith Polovin • Bunny and Robert
Polovin • Lee and Abby Portman • Noreen
and Mike Potempa • Gary Praznik • Yan and
Jessica Pritzker • Cheri and Al Reid •
Remedy Consulting, LLC • Scott and Natalie
Rempala • John Richter • Larry and Michele
Rivkin • Anna and Dan Robbins • Teri and
Jared Robins • Peter and Maria Roehmholdt
• Mike Rogalevich • Rotary Club of Long
Grove, Kildeer, and Hawthorn • Anthony and
Jane Rothschild • Sue Rowlands • Jenny
Ruiz • Lisa Ruiz • Tom Ryan • Charlie
Salgado • Kathleen Scheidt • Christine
Schellhaass • Aaron Schoenherr • Jason
Schoettmer • Bill Shanahan • Katie Shober •
Cheryl Singer • Stephen Smith • Elizabeth
Soling • Jacqueline Spaciel • Maggie Spada •
Robert and Nancy Stanek • Michael Stent •
Andrew Stromwall • Jhan and Ruth
Swanson • Linda Swanson • Sue Talbert •
Ron and Anne Taylor • Grant Thies • Joseph
and Allison Villinski • Robert Voss • Sammy
Watson • Andrew and Betsy Weil • Mary
Sue and Jeff Welch • Wayne Welter • Amy
Wenz and Todd Bruhl • Samuel Whitman •
Wolters Kluwer • Laura Wood • Michael
Zachman • Benjamin Zitter • Mya Zoracki

Abrams Family • Erin Abzug • Cindy Adam •
Joseph Adams • Tareta Adams • Meredith
Ade • Daniel Adinyayev • Robert Aertker •
AFI Foundation • Amy Afsari • Susan Agate
• Andy Ahitow • Salman Ahmed • Somachi
Ajoku • Blediana Ajroja • Amy Albano •
Amanda Alesi • David Allen • Michael Allen
• Molly Allen • Peola Alleyne • Pamela
Altman • Charles and Ricki Alva • Sarah
and Mike Alzamora • Kathryn Amato •
Barbara Amen • American Express •
American Transmission Company LLC •
Kevin and Jayne Amhaus •  Brad Amundsen
• Jane Ander • Judith Anderson • Justin

Anderson • Lindy Anderson • Mary Anderson •
Peggy Anderson • Tricia Anderson • Trisha
and Jim Anderson • Abigail Andres • Patricia
and William Andrew • Karen Andrews • Paul
Andrulis • Krista Andrykowski • Anonymous •
Anonymous (150) • Ansel Brainerd Cook
Chapter, NSDAR • Patricia Antonik • Aon •
Nancy Appel • Veronica Appleton • Matthew
Archer • Celeste and Glen Arnold • Penelope
Arnold • Janice and Jeffrey Aronoff • Julie
Art • Rachel Arteaga • Alan Ashba • Jill Ashby
• Michael Atsalis • Joann and Louis Atsaves •
Matthew Ausman • April Austin • Avanade •
Jessi Aviles • Louis Axelrod • Nancy J Ayers •
Thomas Babcock • James and Julie Badciong
• Katherine Bailey • Susan and Stephen Baird
• Baird & Warner • Baird Foundation, Inc. •
Chris Baker • John Ballengee • Mindy Balonick
• David Barker • Michael Barkin • Lynn
Barnett • Michelle Baron • Matt Barry • Dave
Barta • Chris Basquill • Alex Bassetto •
Douglas Batesky • Ravi Batista • Sarah
Baumann • Baxter Healthcare • Jamie Bays •
Mary Bayudan • Beam Suntory • Kate Beck •
David Beck- Engel • Ryna and Jerry Becker •
Mike Beebe and Amy Schmieding • Don
Beeman • Debra Behrman • Dean and Mary
Bekas • Jacquelyne Belcastro • Barbara
Belden • Kim Belfanti • Molly Bell • Thomas
and Sharon Bell • Herbert and Jane Beller •
Richard Belzer • Edward H and Marcia
Bennett • Janet Bergman • Leif Bergquist •
Lenore Bernstein • Abbe Berry • Larry and
Heather Berwanger • Laura Besbekos • Dina
Best • Nancy Beyler • Aalissha Bhardwaj •
Simone and Amit Bhatia • Eshaan Bhattad •
BI Worldwide • Rob Bice • Brian and Kelly
Bichkoff • Christopher Biesboer • Susan Bilski
• Kris Bilty • Gary and Beth Birnbaum • Amy
Bissonette • Dennis and Joyce Black •
Marlene Black • Tim Blackburn • Randee Blair
• Joan and John Blasko • Rick Blattner •
Michelle Blechman • David Bleitner • Andrew
Block • Edward and Carole Block • Fran and
Neal Block • Melissa Block • Melinda
Blomberg • Lawrence Bloom • Robert Bloom •
Blue Owl Capital • Dave Blum • Stacy Blum • 

Jack Bodman • Melissa Bogusch • Hillary
Bohmann • Ulrich Boing • Luciana Bonifazi •
Book Club Bestie • Sandra Bootz • Adrienne
Bornstein • Gail and Kevin Bosman • Amy
Bott and Larry McLaren • Linda Bottomlee •
Austin Bourdages • Darcy Bowe • Charlie
and Calvine Bowen • Brandon and Elissa
Bowlin • Kimberly Boyanowski • Brian and
Karen Boyd • Evan Boyer • Louise Boyle •
Carolyn Bozek • BP • Alexander Bradley •
Elisabeth Bradshaw • Jeni Welch Brandvold
• Wendy Jo Brant • Enda and Rachel
Brennan • Mary Kay Bright • Suzanne
Brinkman • Alison Brodt • Lisa Brody • Janet
Brookman • Natalie Brottman • Margaret
Brown • Shawn Brown • Jay Bruggeman •
Anne Bruli • Meredith Bruner • Alex
Brunkhorst • Brunswick Corporation •
Christian Bryzinski • Ingrid and Brian
Bryzinski • Lisa Buchanan • Zac
Buddenhagen • Maureen Buettner • Lillian
Bui • Nancy Bulzoni • David and Kristy
Burden • Diane Burge • Mary Jo Burgiel •
Ann and Frank Burke • Gretchen Burns •
Kevin and Elaine Burns • Jean Burnstine •
Katie Burr • Tiffany Burrow • Scott Busch •
Jane Butenhoff • John Butts • Larry Butz •
Ashley Bynum • Amy Cade • John and
Victoria Cairns • Domanic Calamese • John
Calk • Kelli and John Calzaretta • Guy
Camerlengo • Deirdre Campbell • June
Canello • Patrick and Betsy Canning • Lei
Cao • Jill Capicchioni • Kathleen Caragher •
Brian and Marianne Carl • Charles and Amy
Carlin • Brian and Carol Carlson • Brooke
and David Carlson • Jenn Carpenter • Mary
Carpenter • Carol Carr • Amy Carson •
Barbara Carson • Chris Cary • Theresa Cash
• Candace and Spencer Cattell • Mary
Cavalier • Bruno Cavazos • Lauren Cazares •
Gerald Cecchin • Cedar Roofing Company,
LLC. • Centene • Ava Cerauli • Judy Cerbins
• Sturgis Chadwick • Nancy Chagoya •
Rachael Chaiken • Alison and Adam Chalom
• Samantha Chan • Alyson Chapman • Matt
Charnon • Mary Chase • Toni Chase • Joe
Check • Hui-Ju Chen • Donna Chernecki •

Chicago Area Mensa • Bradd Chignoli • Linda
Chiron • Amy Christ • Steve Christ • Steve
Christensen • JoEllen Christians • Vince
Cialdini • Craig Clark • Danielle Clark •
Katherine Clark • Pat Clark • Michael Clewlow
• Karen Cliffe • Andrew and Jenna Cohen •
Emmy Cohen • Jennie Cohen • Marlene
Cohen • Rhonda and Russell Cohen • Robert
Cohen • Mark Collin • Carol Collingbourne •
Christine Collins • Mary Collins • Robert
Collins • Tom Comer • Mary Pat Compton •
Elizabeth Connolly • Paige Connolly •
Conscious Cup Coffee Roasters • John
Conway • Lori Cook • Meghan Cook • Leslie
Cooksey • Mike and Lizzy Corbett • Kim
Corning • Corvina Wine Company • Christine
Coulombe • George Couris • JB Craddock •
Samantha Crafton • Robert and Anneliese
Crawford • Sarah Crawford • Tameeka Cribs •
Erica Cronick • Bonnie Cross • Matthew
Cunningham • Patrick Cunningham • Sara
Cunningham • Sara and Nicholas Curran •
Brian Czarnecki • Nancy Czarnecki • Megan
Czerwinski • Barbara Dahlin • Brian Damisch •
Danaher • Max Daniel • Jeffrey Danielsen •
Kate Danielson • Dave & Buster’s • Anna
Davellis • Brandi Davis • Cheryl Davis • Linnea
Davis • Matt and Chrissy Davis • Amanda Day
• Lara D’Cruze-Jung • David and Deborah
Deal • Mike Dean • Colin DeAngelis • Michael
DeCicco • Jonathan DeFreytas • Chris
Deitschel • Christopher Delaney • Terry
DeMarco and Rose Campasano • Christine
DeMasi • Maiken Demet • Patricia Denman •
Wendy Denman • Rob Denney • Madeline
Derenzo • Samantha Dermond • Edward
DeShazer • Cecelia Deslauriers • Londa
Dewald • Maria Di Benedetto • Janet Diehl •
Melissa Dillenbeck • Mary Dmyterko •
Amanda Doblin • Rebecca Dobrzynski •
Marjean Doden • Sue Dolkiewicz • Jean
Domer • Tom and Katherine Donovan • Nancy
Van Doorn • Eric and Paula Doty • Doubletake
Promotional • Ciara Downey • Bernard and
Cheryl Doyle • Cameron Doyle • Quinn Doyle •
Katherine Dozier • Erin Dreiling • Anthony
Drew • Faegre Drinker •

$1 to $499 



Patricia Driscoll • Marjorie DuBrow • Maria
Dudgeon • Jane and Rachel Dudley • James
Duever • Thomas Duffey • Sharon Duncan •
Mark Dundon • Christy and Cole Dunnick •
Jane Duzansky • John Duzansky • Lois and
Morris Dyner • Dom Dziurgot • Katy and
Richard Edwards • Kenneth Edwards • Drew
Ehlers • Stacy and Ryan Eifert • Joseph
Eisenhut and Amber Emken • Susan Elliott •
Mary Elstein Wood • Kathy Emanuel • Nancy
R Engel • Leeann Enright • Envista • Diana
Epstein • Eliza Epstein • Maarin Erbacher •
Brett and Jennifer Erdmann • Laura
Erickson • Andrea and Mark Eskandari •
Marcie Eskin • Katie Eveleigh • Mark and
Kathleen Ewing • Exelon • Carla Fabbri •
Dawn Fairgrieve • Nate Falk • Silver Family •
Matt Farrell • Tamur Farrokhnia • Andy
Fauver • David Fawley • Lisa Featherer • Will
Feldman • Steve and Debbie Felsenthal •
Maria Fenske • Kyler Ferguson • Brooke
Fetherston • Roberta Fichter • Will Fickes
and Dianne Carty • Jen Fiedler • Albert and
Leanna Fifhause • Dezaree Figueroa • Nancy
Finder • Kathy Finley • Patrick Finn • Mike
Finnin • David Fishman and Julie Rosner •
Jennifer Fissel • Sawyer Flaskamp • Janine
Fletcher-Thomas • Cathy Floriani • Nancy
and Jackson Flowers • Brooke Foley •
Michelle Folkmann • Peggy Forbes • Mary
Forester • Jeff Forster • Elisabeth and
Richard Foss • Mary L Foss • Rebecca
Fotsch • Timothy Fotsch • Alaina and Keith
Fournier • Emmie Fox • Mila Fox • Peter
Frac • Gerald Frank • Matt Frank • Kristin
Fraser • Bonni Fredrick • Jackie Fredrick •
Joel and Dana Freedman • Christina Freschl
• Linda Friedlieb • Roberta Frigerio • James
Fritts • Ken Fritz • Debra Fritz-Fanning •
Lynn Froy • Thomas and MG Furlong • Sarah
Fyffe • Priti Gadi • Donna Gaidamak • John
and Gillian Gaines • Jessica Galik • Elizabeth
Gallery • Kathleen Gallo • James and Joy
Galvanek • Holly Gamblin • Norma Gamboa
• Howard and Shari Gamer • Anita Gannon •
Angel Garcia • Suzie Garfield • Nanci Garoon
• Mallori Garza • Dorie Gaty • Meagan Gauri

• Katherine and Gregory Gebel • Chris Geib •
Doug Geiger • Debra Gelman • Nick
Georgopoulos • Glenn Gercken • Rita Gertie •
GFWC Oconomowoc Junior Woman’s Club •
General Federation of Women’s Clubs WI
Juniors • Julie Gianni • Jeanne Gilbertson •
Julie Gilbertson • Sara Gilbertson • Christina
Gilman • Joan Gilmore • Diana and Tom
Gingell • Linda Ginsburgh • Victor Giron • The
Giving Back Fund • Brian Glassberg • Sharon
Glassner • Glenbrook South • Laura Glenn •
Christy Glick • Lynne and Bruce Glickson •
Global Managed Solutions LLC • Janet
Gniadek • Jonathan Goetz • Lil Gofron •
Joseph and Valerie Golbus • Kevin and Cindy
Gold • Marty and Sandra Gold • Lois and
Gerald Goldberg • Howard Golden • Sharyn
Goldrich • Craig Goldsmith • Amy Goldstein •
Elizabeth Goldstein • Craig Goldwyn •
Michael Golm • Heather Good • Amber
Goodlow • Hajira Shariff and Gregory
Goodwin • Google • Eric Gordon • Melissa
and Brian Gordon • Sandra Gorham • Brittany
Gorski • Brian Grady • Deanna Graham • Diep
Graham • Robin Gran • Linda Grandolfo •
Diane Graykowski • Danielle Green • Pat
Green • Ellen Greengoss • David Greenspahn
• Dominique and Jeffrey Greve • Vanessa and
Christopher Griffin • Melinda Grimes •
Maureen and Dave Grinnell • Lynne Grinsell •
Julie Griswold • Julie Grobman • Karen and
Steve Groeninger • Michelle Groeper • Robert
Grom • Brit Grosenick • Beth Gross • Evelyn
and Nathan Grossman • Gloria Grundman •
David Grupczynski • Winston Gu • Joanna
Gubala • Jennie Gunnerson and Philip Troyk •
Ann and Brian Guntli • Peter and Lynn
Gutzmer • Dave Guyre • Gary and Mary
Guzzardo • Deanna Haasch • Rob Habich •
Laura Hackbarth Wickens • Ryan Hagemeier •
Ryan Hagen • Kathryn Hall and Jerry Kurz •
Catherine Hall • Hazel Hall • Kooper Halperin 
• Erik Hammer • Olivia Hancock • Mike
Handal • Julie Haney • Ian Hanke • Steph
Hanrahan • Rich Hans • Mike Hansen • Nicole
Hansen • Katelynn Harbin-Ustasiewski •
Cassi Harbuck • Laura and James Hardy •

Randy Hardy • Jeremy Harlow • Lisa Harr •
Deirdre Harrison • Andrew and Kristen
Hartman • Sara Harty and Steve Wenc •
Janet Hathaway • Doug Hatlestad •
Christopher Hatrich • Mary Elaine Hauser •
Eloise Haverland • Beth Haviland •
Stephanie Hayes • Brian Haynsworth •
Rhonda Healey • Amy and Aaron Hebbeln •
Lisa Heim • Catherine Heiman • Jill Heindl •
Tanner Heinen • James Heisler • Meena
Held • Debbie Hemb • Mike Hendershot and
Mary DiRago • Sarah Hepner • Alice Herman
• Pam Herzmann • Richelle Hill • Aleece
Hiller • Howard Hilliard • Julie Hillier •
Barbara Hinden • Josie Hintz • Mari Hirsh •
Patricia Hishmeh Sr. and Joseph Hishmeh •
HMH • Mark and Michelle Hobson • Peter
and Ellen Hodes • Barbara Hogan •
Catherine Hogan • Michael and Salley Hogan
• Bill and Vicki Hollander • Bret Holm •
Richard Holmer • Jillian Holschuh • Terry
Holum • The Home Depot Foundation •
Alice Hood • Steve and Allyson Hopkins •
Jessica Horak • Stephanie Horn • Shari
Horowitz • Eileen Horsman • Jessica
Hoskins • Mary Jo Howard • Beth and
George Hower • Maddy Hrubes • Bidan
Huang • Peggy Huang • Justin Hucek • Sarah
Hudson • Deborah Hufford • Kathy Hughes •
Sarah Hughes • Solomon Hughes • Therese
Hunt • Vance and Carol Huntsinger • Steve
and Julie Hupp • Sam Hur • Joanna
Hutchins • Trish Hutchinson • Melissa
Hutchison • Mikkal Hvidsten • Courtney
Hyzer • Connie Ide • Vanessa Igess •
Kathleen and Glenn Ihrig • Melina and
Sotirious Ikonomopoulos • Amy and Mike
Immergluck • Melissa and Gabrielle Ince •
James Inglis • Michele Ingram •
INSIGHT2PROFIT • Prakash Iyer • Kelly
Jackson • Paul Jackson • Jackson National
Life • Judi and Jerry Jacover • Renu Jaitly •
Jason Janes • Denise Janus • Paul and
Colleen Jarosz • JEA Midwest • April
Jekanoski • Lisa Jenkins • Joan and Kevin
Jennings • Lisa Jericho • Courtney Jeudes •
Mi and Enzo Jimenez • Johnson & Johnson

• Laurel Johnson • LaVerne Johnson • Mary
Lou Johnson • Nadia Johnson • Nicole Joli •
Elizabeth Jones • Kami Joseph • Keesha
Judon • Sheryl Kabak • Kevin Kaiser • Robert
Kaiser • Sheryl Kalvin • Rachel Kamin • Reena
and Mayank Kansal • Donna Kaplan • Heather
Kaplan • Marsha Kaplan • Michelle Kapusta •
Susan Karlinsky • Teresa Karst • Katherine
Karvelis • Kristina Kashou • Stacy Kashy • Tim
and Cindy Kasper • Michael Kasula • Daniel
Katz • Martha and Richard Katz • Richard A.
Katz • David Kauffman • Melissa Kaufman •
Sarah Kaufmann • Gary and Janet Kay • Rick
Kaye • Margaret Keefe • Scot Keith • Heather
Kelley • Julie Kellman • Brandon Kelly • Matt
Kelly • Katelyn Kemper • Nancy Keppel •
Matthew and Tammy Kerouac • Lucille Kerr •
John Kersey • Russell, and Ann Kerstetter •
Joey and Kimberly Kesner • Karen Kestin •
Michael and Kathleen Kettman • KeyBank •
Kevin Kihnke • Richard Kim • Melissa Kimball
• Brian and Victorene King • Keith Kirkley •
Jamey and Jennifer Kirsch • Kimberly Klafta •
Amy Klein • Jamie Klein • Alyce Kleisch •
Kimberly Klinghofer • Amy Kloppenburg •
Jamie and Michael Knapstein • Judy
Knoblock • Matt Knoff • Samantha Knoten •
Andrew Knox • Daniela Koci • Molly Koehl •
Kim Koeller • Alecia Kohorst • Karen and John
Kolb • Kyle Kolberg • Jim and Caroline Kolder
• Caron and Robert Konopken • Emily
Koprowski • Matthew Kopyar • Jamie and
Amar Kothapalli • Elizabeth Kramer • Mary
Kramer • Thomas Kranz • Linda Krause •
Megan Kreft • John Krippinger • Erika Krit •
Ron Krit • Jeffrey and Linda Krol • John Kruer
• Chrissy Kruger-Gruendyke • Jenny
Krummenacher • Betty Krupp • Lauren and
Harold Kugelman • Risa Kuhlman • Tom Kula
• Mary Kulinski • Janice and Melvin
Kupperman • Jorge Kuri-Azamar • Darcie
Kuse • Stefan Kutko • Katie Kwiatt • Suzanne
and Joseph P. Lacher • Erik Ladomersky •
Bethaney LaFave • Emily Lafferty • Jill Lake •
Patrick Landry • Meghan Lang • Jennifer
Langer • Grace Lanier • Megan Lantz • Chris
Larson •  Deanna Larson • Karl and Lori 



Larson • Joe and Kathy Laubmeier • Trish
Lauraitis • Jessica Laven • Ellen Lavin • Sam
and Deb Lawrence • Tiffanie Lawson •
Ionica Lazar and Wayne Gattinella • Susan
Leach • Traci Leach • Kelly Leahy • Angela
Lecaptain • Cindy Leden and Brian James •
April and Derek Lee • Irene Lee • David and
Kelly LeGrand • Sarah Lehmann • Amy and
Jeff Leibach • Deb and Franklin Leibow •
William Leicht • David Leitl • Jay Leonard •
Patty LePak • Craig & Monette Leva • Shawn
Leven • Richard and Betty Levenfeld •
Allison and Brad Levin • Kayley and Michelle
Levine • Carolyn Levitan • Ellen Levy •
Matthew Levy • Diana Lewis • Joyce Lewis •
Veronica Lewis • MaryLynne Lewitz • Albert
and Katherine Licup • Daniel and Karen
Lincoln • JoAnne Linsell • Steven and
Barbara Lippai • Holt Livesay • Beverly
Loder • Lou Lombardi • Larry Lombardo •
Debbie Long • Karen Longe • Sara Longley •
Kristine Loosen • Frank and Cynthia
Lopuszynski • Katrina Lord • Love Drops •
Kalin Lovett • Jody Lowe • David and Erin
Lowenthal • Vashti Lozier • John Lucas •
Barbara Lueder-Manetti • Lumen
Technologies • Paula Lund • Linda Luse •
Ellen Lynch • Kevin Lynch • John Lyons •
Claire MacDonald • Kara MacDonald • Marie
MacDonald • Spencer MacDonald • Lauren
and Seth Mages • Mike and Courtney
Magnuson • Mike and Elizabeth Maher •
Karen Maierle • David Mains • Breanne and
Paul Makovec • Kendall Mallette • Ashley
Mallick • Christine Malloy • Mary Malloy •
Mike Maloney • Dawne and Ray Manista •
Erin and Max Mann • Jay and Elvira
Mannelly • Cindy Manusos • John Marlatt •
Tom Marnell • Jim Maroudas • Angela
Marquez • Will Marszalek • Brad Martin •
Janet Martin • Ron and Ruth Martin • Mary
Therese Martucci • Jeri Masciola • Mary
Massanari • Kelly Mastria • Lisa Matgous-
Helfand • John Mathy • John and Denise
Mattes • Pyone Maung • Robert and Cynthia
Mayo • Jeff Mazzeo • Marge McClintock •
Andy McCormack • Sean McCourt • Mary

McDowell • Ronak McFadden • Dayna McGinn
• Mary Kay McGovern • Nina McIlree • Lynn
and Chris McIntyre • Tabatha McKay •
McKesson • Cherie McKinney • Rebecca
McKnight • McKnights Long Term Care • Tom
McLaughlin • Donna McLean • Mike and Jean
McLoone • Ryan McNaughton • Scott
McNaughton • Brian Means • Sam and Shuli
Medow • Susan Meehan • Lori Meek • Osman
Meirno • Stacy Meller • Allan Mellske and
Christina Ranvik • Anne and Albert Menard •
Michael Mengarelli • Richard and Monica
Merkel • Elizabeth Merritt • Josh Mertes •
James and Joan Metcalf • Anne Metz • Greg
and Heather Metz • Janet Meyer • Teresa
Meyer • Jamie Michalski • John and Mary
Mickus • Microsoft • Jack Mielke • Sarah
Millar • Pamela Miller • Stephanie Miller •
Linda Milone • Bob Minkus and Susan Lee •
Dolores Mishelow • Cory Mofield • Nicole
Mojica • Gerry Mokosaik • Laddy Monahan •
Ben Mondloch • Susan Montemurro • Joanne
Mooney • Andrew Moore • Heather Moore •
Jane Moore • Marcia and Edwin Moore •
David Moorhead • Debbie Morales • Reagan
Morehouse • Amy Moreno • John Morgan •
Gary and Beverly Moriello • Morningstar •
Sandy Morris • Kathleen Morrissey • Chris
Mortonson • Greg Moser • Motorola • Michael
Moulton • Ashley Mueller • James Mueller •
Ron Mueller • Sharon and Jordan Mueller •
Brian Muir • Randy and Jody Mumper •
Charlie Murphy • Patrick Murray • Eric Mutch
• Brian Myers • Sammi Nadel • Kieran Nair •
Mary Napolilli • Teodora Narita • Emily and
Scott Nasatir • John Nations • Lawrence Neal
• Randy and Erin Nebel • Melissa and Eric
Nelsen • Margaret Nelson • Shelby Nelson •
Barbara and Katherine Nemeth • Barbara and
Alan Newman • Carol Ng • Beth Nicholson •
Tyler Nielsen • Dawn Niemczyk • Margaret
Niimi • Brent Nistler • Sally Noblett • Arthur
Noparstak • Madison Northrup • Margaret
and James Norton • Joe Norvell • Barb
Noster • Chandra Novoa • Jeannine Oakes
Daugherty • Teresa Oberlander • Mike
Obermeier • Stacey O’Brien • Rachel Ochoa

• Suzanne O’Connell • Colleen O’Connor •
Kevin O’Connor • Pat O’Connor • The
O’Connor Family Giving Fund • Melissa
O’Dell • Pamela Ohman • Annie Oler • Kevin
O’Malley • Emily Omar • Megan O’Meara •
Caroline O’Neill • Corey O’Neill • Geraldine
O’Neill • Frances Oppenheimer • Mary
Orlando • Josephine Ortiz-Avila • Susan and
Jim Osiol • Jo Ellyn Owens • Mary Paiser •
Anthony and Elizabeth Palcheck • Carol
Palicki • Jerry and Tijen Papiernik • Chris
Pappas • Ruth Parciak • Miles and Kathy
Paris • Rick Parker • Daniel and Michelle
Parsons • Sharda Parthasarathy • Merle
Passis • Sobia Patel • Adriana Patiño • Dean
Patras • Patriot Financial • Christopher
Pattitoni • Kathy Patton • Eric Paulsen •
Eileen Pavletic • Stacie Payne and Danny
Strauss • Daniel and Christine Payton • Jeff
Pearl • Dave Pearlstein • Andrea Pechter-
Friedman • Sue Pechter • Laura Peck •
Robert Pehlke • Marcelline Pelzer • Anthony
Pence • Michael and Mary Penich • Bryan
Perez • Joanne Perez • Len and Barbara
Pergander • Elizabeth and Steven Perlman •
Marc Perper • Allyson and Todd Perry •
Rosalie Persky • Dan Peters • Giri Peters •
Jake and Eileen Peters • Sarika Peters •
Daniel Peterson • Mary Peterson • Nancy
Petrucelli • Pfizer • Amanda Pictor • Dina
and Paul Pierce • Margery Piersen • Wendy
Pinkley • Rachel Pizzino • Clayton Platt •
Cynthia Pogachnik • Jonathon Pogge-
Weaver • Sandra Polanco • Walter Polinski •
Madisen Polk • Beth and Mitchell Polonsky •
Brian Ponce • Rocky Pontikes • Rachel Poritz
• Jennifer Porreca • Bonnie Potter •
Marianne Potter • Megan Pratscher • Kelli
Prenger • Brian and Sara Price • Nicole Price
• Madeleine Price • Taryn Prince • Erin
Ptacek • Michael Pugnale • Katie Purse •
Beverly Pyster • Wei Qiu • Anum Quadri •
Eileen Quinlan • Armie Quinn • Tricia
Quinnies • Giovanni Quinones • Janelle
Quiroz • Susan Raben • Terri and Kenneth
Rach • Jacqueline Raclaw • Ranjita
Radhakrishna • Laura Radke • Jim

Radkowski • Shawna Radzik • Tara Rahn •
Melanie Rak • Kumar Ramakrishnan • Adriana
Ramirez • Melany Ramirez • Julia Rao • Keri
Rasmussen • Anurag Rastogi • MarySean
Ratzloff • Raytheon Technologies • Theresa
Reagan • Amanda and Nicholas Reed •
Jensen Rees • Frederick and Lauren Reeves •
Lauren Reeves • Sacha Reich and Aaron
Pearlman • Lois Reid • Cathleen Reiff •
Robert Reifman • Jeffrey Reisenberg • Chad
Rende • Jenna and Ramsey Renno • Courtney
Resnick • Melina Ressing • Jennifer Reykjalin
• Audrey Reynolds • Francesco Ricchio •
Susan Richards • Cheri and Ed Richardson •
Mary Beth Richmond • Maria Riedy • Garrison
Riegel • Susan Rifas • Erin Riggs • Sandra
Riggs • Sandi Rinka • Sarah Riordan • Tammy
Ripp • Sandra Ripplinger • Pamela Rivas •
Michael Robbins • Joan Robertson • Lynn
Robertson • Margaret Roche • Sheri Roche •
Tiffany Rodgers • Elaine and Casimir
Rodriguez • Katelyn Rodway • Laura Roehl •
Bonnie and Steve Roelle • Mary Roemer •
Joseph Rogul • Lauren Rosberg • Ken and
Cheryl Roscher • Elayne Rose • Barbara and
George Rosebrock • Katie Rosebrock • Jayne
Rosefield • Barbara Rosenberg • Renee
Rosenberg • Meghan and Richard Rosenfeld •
David Ross • David Rosuck • Rotary Club of
Wheeling • Rotary Club of Wilmette • Cecilia
Roth • Roubitchek Family • Kent Rouse •
Carson Rowland • Richard Rubenstein • Bina
Rubinson-White • Marjorie Rudman Cooper
• Matthew Rudny • Laurie Ruhlin • Mark and
Ellyn Ruhlmann • Herschel Rush • Peter
Rusnak • Jill Ruter • Carol Ryan • Gerrie Ryan
• Joe Ryan • Sharon Rzaca • Gregory Sabo •
Carolyn Salaman • Salesforce • Margaret
Salud • Nicole Sameit • Lucas Sanchez •
Salvador Sanchez • Miguel Sandoval • Marina
Santini • Deborah Saran • Nan Saretsky •
Fran and Lloyd Sarrel • Daniel Saugstad •
ScaleUp Coaching & Consulting • Giovanna
Scarabaggio • Robert Scarpelli • Trevor
Schaaf • Charlie Scharf • Ben Scherer • Max
Schlather • John Schlesinger • Patrick and
Sally-Anne Schmick • Edward Schmitz •



Jeff Schmitz • Maria Schnaper • Angie and
Steve Schneider • Cassidy Schneider •
Jennifer Schneider • Tim Schneider • Diane
Scholten and Sue McGill • Kathryn Schotsky
• Stephanie Schrader • Dina Schreader •
Eric Schreiber • Morton and Marianne
Schreiber • Sheri Schremp • Elizabeth
Schroeder • Catherine Schuler • Brooke
Schultz • Eileen Schultz • Eydee Schultz •
Kevin Schultz • Erin and Jay Schwane •
Molly Schweiger • Stevan and Kathryn
Schweighardt • Sarah and Mark Schweitzer
• Susan Schwendy • Kathy Schwochow •
Margaret Scichili • Emma Scott • Marion
Searle • Erica Seghete • Marianne Seiler •
Meghan and Steven Settles • Maddy
Seyfarth • Will Seyfarth • Jennifer Seymour
• Nadine Shabat • Tarak Shah • Nishant
Shah • Maya Shankar • Dania Sharma •
Lawanda Shaw • Jan and Don Shawgo •
Peter and Julie Shawhan • Rebecca Shearer
• Martha Sherer • Anita Sherling • Sue
Sherman • Caroline Sherman • Charles
Sherman • Todd Sherman • John and Karen
Shinners • Jaime Shockley • Ilana Shure •
Brian and Lisa Shurgin • Judy and Barry
Siegal • Deb Silberstein • Brian Sill • Andrew
Silver • Franklin Silverman • Nancy and
Howard Silverman • Chris Simon • Jodi
Simon • Jenny Simpson • Stacy Simpson •
Jyoti Singh • Mukul Anand Singh • Nitesh
Singh • Pranika Sinha • Maeven Sipes • Brian
Skelton • Charlyn Slda • Marcia Sloan •
SmallGood, Ltd • Brandon and Christine
Smith • Charles W. Smith III and Kathleen E.
Smith • Larry Smith • Reid Smith • Anna
Snyder • Anne Snyder • David Snyder • Jody
Snyder • Sarah Snyder • Craig Soling •
Natalie and Nate Solomon • Kavita Sood-
Isaacs • Stuart Sorkin • Christina Soulje •
Alicia Spanier • Jennifer Speers • Matt
Spellacy • Mark Spencer • Marni and
Bennett Spencer • Margo and Joel Spitz • 
Jo Ann Spitzer • Kimberly Spoerke • Robert
Spohnholz • Spotfund Technologies, Inc. •
Susan Stadtmueller • Kelly Stamm •
Barbara Stanhope and Roy Semon • Jessica 

Stark • Mary Starke • William and Kathleen
Steele • Josh Stein • Chad Steinke • Michael
Steinlauf • Kathryn Stensby • Nicholas
Stepina • Bruce and Terrie Stickler • Jayne
Stigler • Mary Stith • Todd Stocke • Debbie
and Matt Stockert • Scott and Janet Stolarick
• Lynn Stollberg • Jennifer Stone • Christy
Stone • Michael Storch • Jalen Storey •
Daniel Stout • Matthew Strand-Jordan • Abby
Strauss • David Streicker • Carrie Streiff-
Stuessy • Rachel and Eli Strick • Elizabeth
Stringer • Stroud, Willink & Howard, LLC •
Steve Stupec-Hernandez • Mikki Sud •
Christina Sugrue • Stanislav Sukhorukov •
Ilene Sulentic • Anne Sultan • Superior
Optical • Diana Sura • Kristina and Mark
Suter • Martin Suter • Robert and Marcia
Sutter • Sam and Michelle Swartz • Ron and
Julie Swidler • Stewart Swift • Mark Swink •
Dan and Erin Swoger • Edye Sylvan • Emily
Szabo • Dawn Tagtmeier • Bobette Takiff •
Robert and Susan Talbot • Shalaka Tamhane
• David Tanner • Alex Taraska • Nancy Tassler
• Barb Tatz • Elizabeth Taylor • Michael R.
Taylor • Roberta Teitelbaum • Gerald and
Vicki Tenner • Leonard and Roberta Tenner •
Hannah Tentinger • Noel Terrill • Kim Tews •
Barb Theis • Jacob Theobald • Rebecca
Thibaudeau • Anthony Thomas • Suzanne
Thomas • Kelli Thorp • Robert Thurman •
Brenda Thurmes • Dennis Thurow • Sanic
Timmer • Alicia Tippins • Sara and Eric Tivers
• Vicki Tlusty • Kimberly Tobias • Mary Tobin
• Barbara Toch • Yvonne Tomes • Marian and
Joe Topp • Sara Topp • Thomas Toser •
Jessie Townsend Teague • Mia and Robert
Trauger • Treetime • Molly Triggs • Nate
Trimm • TSMGI • Allen Tucker • Deana Turner
• Paul Tursky • Laura Twining • Myrna Tyson •
U.S. Cellular • UBS Financial Services • United
Natural Foods • Kul Uppal • Diane Upton •
Eduviel Uribe II • Tracy Utley • Edelissa
Valdez • Marco Vallejo • John Van Duzer and
Susan Gorman • Teaghan Van Hoesen •
Christina Van Horne • Holly Vana • Diana
Vance • Ryan Vann • Rama Krishna Reddy
Varikuti • Andrew Vasquez • Kyle Vasquez • 

April Veoukas • Tracy Verciglio • 
Kunal Verma • Susan Verson • Vertex
Pharmaceuticals • Teresa and Bob Vetter •
Valerie Vidal • Cynthia Viera Ortiz • The
Village at Woods Edge Resident Council •
Deborah Visus • Don and Mary Vogel •
Joshua Voit • Candace Vondra • Athena
Voulgaropoulous • Pam Vreeland • VSP
Vision • Carmella Vucic • Jennifer Vulpas •
Anant and Jyotsna Vyas • Kate Wade • Jean
Wagemann • Dawn Wagner • Paul and Susie
Wagner • Kelly and Mark Wahmhoff • Eric
Walker • Sara Walker • Brett Wallace • Matt
Wallace • Brian Walls • Walmart • Aiden
Walsh • Chuck Walsh • Conor Walsh • Linda
Walter • Susan Walter • Julie Ward • Marie
Wascoe • J Wasserman • Chris Wasson •
Anna Waters • Brandon Waters • Janis and
Richard Watson • Wauconda High School
Math Department • Shirley Weaver •
Lindsay Weber • David and Susan
Weidenfeld • Patricia Weiler • Megan
Weiman • Mark Weir • Mimi Weisbach •
Lynn Weisberg • Jennifer Weiss • Wellthy •
Ben Welser • Diana Wendt • Jason Werneth
• Travis Wert • Chris Wesolowski • Brad
West • Lucinda Weston • Micah Wheat •
Gary Whidby • Gabrielle White • Julia White
• Patricia White • Sharon Whitney • Rachelle
and Tyler Wieczorek • Lisa Wiersma •
Jennifer and Richard Wierzchon • Wyatt
Wilderman • Amanda Wiley • Diane Wilk •
Andee and David Wilkov • Brian Willard and
Laura Schiavoni • Barbara Willenson •
Bethany Williams • Brian Williams • Darryl
Williams • Bernadine Williamsen •
Willowbrook School • Vicki Wilson • Jeff
Wineman • Margaret Wintersteen • Bonita
Wise • Ken Witek • Mary Witte-Tabbert •
Robert Wohlrab • Karen Wolner • Toby
Wong • Dennis Wong • Britt Woodbury •
James and Amy Woodworth • Carol and
Richard Wolfe • Carol and Thomas Wren •
Typhani Wright • Kristin Wright • Xu Wu •
Peihsin Wu- Manchester • Doris Xie • Kafui
Yeboah • Barbara Yells • Amie
Yerukhimovich •

Lindsay Yoelin • Justin Youderian • Cassia
Ysaguirre • Mandy Zaransky-Hurst • Paul
Zavagno • Michael Zemanski • Jeanette
Zemsky • Kim Zevchik • Azizul Ziaburrahman
• Dennis and Nancy Ziegler • Kimberly
Zielinski • Barbara Ziemba • Natalie Ziemba •
Jeff Zito • Don Zminda

Every effort has been made to include all donors
and accurately reflect the spelling of each name.
We sincerely apologize for any errors or omissions
and are deeply grateful for your support.



Our Team



Geoff Surkamer (Chair),
CEO, dominKnow Inc

Bill Birck, President & CEO,
Reed Construction

Eric Olson, Senior Executive and P&L Owner

Mike Herr, Former Corporate Finance
Executive, SRAM LLC

Chris Beer, Co-founder & Integrator,
BuildYourOrg

Erin Kirchner, Partner, Cooley LLP

Jeff Burtelow (CHI Chair),
Managing Director, William Blair & Company 

Elissa Bowlin (MKE Chair),
Partner, Habush Habush & Rottier

Todd Wyman (FL Chair),
Co-Founder/CEO of Idenifyn,
Reired Executive, GE & Ingersoll Rand

NATIONAL BOARD                                     

CHICAGOLAND ADVISORY
BOARD
Jeff Burtelow (Chair),
Managing Director, William Blair & Company

Rob Armstrong (Vice Chair), Chief Marketing
Officer, Zebra Technologies Corporation

Vanessa Griffin, Communications
Specialist, Northwestern University

Nicole Jagielski (Secretary),
Senior Corporate Counsel at
Zurich North America

Don Malin (Finance), Retired Medline
Executive

Tanusree Misra, Vice President,
Dermatology Psoriatic, US Immunology,
AbbVie

Grace Ries, Head of Property Underwriting
U.S. Middle Market, Zurich North America

Jason Ries, Vice President, Client Service
Manager, FM

Laura Wood, VP, Associate General Counsel,
W.W. Grainger, Inc.

Zak Mirkowski, Executive Managing
Director, Savills

Al Ross, Vice President of Sales, All
Surfaces, Inc

Lynn Van Cleave, Executive Vice President,
Wintrust Financial

Andrew Weil, Corporate Partner, DLA Piper
LLP

Karen Bartuch, Marketing Professional

Vallari Talaltra, President, Eco Scapes Inc

GREATER MILWAUKEE
ADVISORY BOARD
Elissa Bowlin (Chair),
Partner, Habush Habush & Rottier

Megan Cerbins (Secretary),
Director of ENL and Special Needs, 
Seton Catholic Schools

Kevin Duffey (Treasurer),
Director, Baird

Brian Adamson, Managing Partner,
ICAP Development

Warren Corrado, Retired,
Hellerman Tyton

Jeff Formeller, Senior VP, William Blair

Meena Held, Territory Sales Manager,
Rockwell Automation

Dannette Justus, District Mentor,
Milwaukee Public Schools

Catherine Kolton, VP, District Manager,
Town Bank 

Joe Rock, Managing Partner,
KPMG

FLORIDA SUNCOAST
ADVISORY BOARD
Todd Wyman (Chair),
Co-founder/CEO of Identifyn, retired
executive, GE & Ingersoll Rand

Todd Kontny, Q & Q Inc., President

Allan Mellske, Principal/Founder;
Interform

Dana Gliniecki, Philanthropist and
community organizer

Joe Najmy, Firm Principal; Najmy
Thompson, PL

BERNIE’S BOOK BANK
Brian Floriani, Founder & Chief
Advancement Officer

Amy Bott, Executive Director, Florida
Suncoast

Kathleen Hooper, National Director of
Finance, Office of Executive Director,
Chicagoland

Tommy Lacher, National Director of
Operations and Technology, Office of
Executive Director, Chicagoland

Megan Leahy, National Director of Brand
and Marketing, Office of Executive
Director, Chicagoland

Jenna Renno, Executive Director, Greater
Milwaukee

Our 2026 
Boards



Are you ready to help
write the next chapter
of the Bernie’s Book
Bank story?

Our Work
is Just
Getting
Started.

917 N Shore Drive,
Lake Bluff, IL
60044 847.780.READ (7323) berniesbookbank.orgberniesbookbank.org @berniesbookbank@berniesbookbank


	Annual Report 2025
	GEOFF SURKAMER
	NATIONAL BOARD CHAIR
	Hand-delivering free high-quality books
	to children who need them most since 2009. Bernie’s Book Bank transforms children’s lives through book ownership
	by sourcing, processing, and distributing free high-quality books to children who need them most.

	Our Story
	Why We’re Here

	40%
	5.5X
	Nearly 40% of U.S. fourth graders have between zero and 25 books at home.
	Children with 60 or more books at home are 5.5 times more likely to read above the level expected for their age.
	4th Grade
	The 2024 average reading score decreased by 2 points from 2022 and 5 points from 2019. Only 30% of fourth-grade students performed at or above the NAEP Proficient level.

	8th Grade
	Reading scores fell by 2 points compared with 2022. A third (33%) of eighth graders scored below the NAEP Basic level, the highest percentage since 1992.


	The Study
	Generously funded by the Laura and  John Arnold Foundation and conducted by Dr. Geoffrey Borman
	Beginning in 2018, we embarked on a journey to build evidence about the impact of book ownership. Specifically, Bernie’s Book Bank participated in a five-year randomized controlled trial (RCT) designed to measure the impact of Bernie’s Book Bank providing free, high-quality books on students’ literacy achievement.
	In partnership with Milwaukee Public Schools, the study randomly assigned sixty schools to either receive the Bernie’s Book Bank book distribution intervention (the treatment group) or to a waitlist control group that would not receive the books until the conclusion of the study. In the treatment schools, Bernie’s Book Bank would provide all kindergarten through sixth-grade students with an average of seven high-quality free books per year, or a total of 34 free books over a five-year period.
	For more than a century, researchers have observed that children with more books at home generally achieve better educational outcomes than those from homes with few or none. Yet, we do not know whether increasing the number of books at home directly causes better outcomes or if it is merely one of many factors explaining achievement gaps between children from more and less privileged backgrounds. This study demonstrates that Bernie’s Book Bank can indeed generate a measurable impact on children’s educational outcomes.
	GEOFFREY D. BORMAN, PH.D. ALICE WILEY SNELL ENDOWED PROFESSOR MARY LOU FULTON TEACHERS COLLEGE ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY


	The Study Findings
	READ THE COMPLETE  BERNIE’S BOOK BANK STUDY >
	Approximately five years after the study began, the study found that students from Bernie’s Book Bank schools achieved significant reading gains relative to their counterparts in control schools.
	Specifically, the study tracked students who were in grades 1 and 2, respectively, at the start of the study and who remained within the school district over a five-year period (2018-2023), through grades 5 and 6, respectively—and found that students in Bernie’s Book Bank schools achieved higher scores on the spring 2023 standardized state literacy assessment (the Wisconsin Forward Exam, the study’s primary outcome).  The observed effect on literacy achievement would translate to approximately 25-32% of a school year in additional learning, relative to the control group.1
	For those students who attended Bernie’s Book Bank schools at the beginning of the study and remained in those schools
	through the five-year follow-up and therefore received multiple years of books, the impact on literacy achievement was even larger—the equivalent of approximately 52-65% of a typical school year's growth.
	The literacy effect for students also appears to grow over time—meaning the more years that a student participates in the Bernie’s Book Bank program the greater the return on literacy achievement; the study posits that this could be due to the accumulation of a home library over time, through the ongoing receipt of Bernie’s Book Bank book deliveries. All at a cost of $16 per child per year.
	To our knowledge, Bernie’s Book Bank is the only active nonprofit organization to participate in a RCT directly evaluating the effectiveness of a comprehensive free book distribution program, and that has been found to produce positive, long-term effects on literacy achievement.2 It’s simple really—we believe better futures begin with books, and we’re committed to building the evidence.



	Building The Evidence
	The RCT of Bernie’s Book Bank marks a major step in our efforts to understand the impact of our repeated free book distributions on students’ literacy outcomes.
	Bernie’s Book Bank is committed to understanding and growing our impacts on important student literacy measures, consistent with our mission to supply children who need them with free high-quality books to build in-home libraries of their very own.
	Because the study took place during a time period (2018-2023) that includes the COVID-19 pandemic, there are some questions that this RCT cannot answer definitively. For example, due to school closures during the 2020 and 2020-21 school years, students were unable to receive all of the planned deliveries of free books over the course of the study— which means that the study only measures the impact of receiving a smaller portion of Bernie’s Book Bank’s usual 8-book annual distribution intervention.
	Additionally, the study was unable to track literacy outcomes for a number of students who left the school district over the course of the study—which means that the study’s impacts apply to those students who stayed within Milwaukee Public Schools.3
	The findings from the RCT suggest that Bernie’s Book Bank’s free book distribution intervention can meaningfully improve children’s reading achievement— and can do so at an incredibly low cost.
	KIM CASSEL EVIDENCE ADVISOR
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	Frequently Asked Questions
	Why did Bernie’s Book Bank decide to participate in a research study?  We believe better futures begin with books. This simple belief guides what we do every day. We’re a nonprofit that operates like a business, we think about ROI, and it’s important to us and to our mission that we understand the effectiveness of our program. Insights gained from the RCT will help us deliver more books to more children and do so in an effective, efficient manner.
	Who carried out the study?  Generously funded by the Laura and John Arnold Foundation, the RCT was conducted by a third-party, independent researcher Geoffrey Borman, Ph.D., Arizona State University. Over the past two decades, Dr. Borman has been an independent consultant to numerous educational program developers, businesses, universities, research centers, and the federal government.
	What is a randomized controlled trial (RCT)?  A RCT is a study in which participants are randomly assigned to either a group that receives an intervention (such as a Bernie’s Book Bank books) or a group that does not. By comparing outcomes between these groups, researchers can determine whether the intervention itself caused any observed changes. RCTs are designed with the highest level of scientific rigor.

	Stories of 2025
	In 2025, Bernie’s Book Bank reached a major milestone: 30 million books distributed to children who need them most. Each book represents more than a story—it’s a tangible investment in literacy, equity, and opportunity.
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	Where Our Story Began—and Where it Continues to Grow.
	As the headquarters of Bernie’s Book Bank, Chicagoland remains the heart of our mission and a powerful engine for innovation, partnership, and impact. From celebrating literacy in classrooms to hosting our largest fundraising events, this region continues to show what’s possible when community, philanthropy, and purpose align.
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	There’s nothing quite like the excitement of a child coming home with a new book, eager to read and share what they’ve learned. Bernie’s Book Bank has truly enhanced the Armstrong community, and we are deeply grateful for their ongoing support and partnership.



	Celebrating Literacy Month
	This September, Bernie’s Book Bank proudly celebrated Literacy Month by bringing stories to life in partnership with Penguin Random House—one of the world’s leading publishing houses. Together, we hosted a month-long Author Read-Aloud Series, featuring acclaimed authors Dr. Ebony Joy Wilkins, Shifa Saltagi Safadi, and Doug Cenko, who generously shared their books, voices, and love of reading with our community.
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	Chicagoland rallied for literacy all year long—from our signature events like the Book Lovers’ Lunch with Shelby Van Pelt to our spirited Bernie Cups to our fan-favorite Birdies & Books held annually at the prestigious Shoreacres. From our second annual Booksgiving family volunteering event to our eighth annual Patrick Mannelly Award Dinner, 2025 brought supporters together around one shared mission: children’s book ownership.
	Book drives hosted by individuals, schools, companies, and bookstores—including partners like Barnes & Noble—and even community institutions like the Dunn Museum added incredible momentum, helping provide variety, sustainability, and a way to make every bag of books feel personal.
	And across Chicagoland, VIP Book Distributions with partner schools allowed our supporters to experience our mission firsthand as they placed our green bags filled with 8 books directly into the hands of K–6 students—sparking joy and reinforcing the power of reading.
	Together, these efforts reflect the strength of our Chicagoland roots—and our continued commitment to leading with purpose, partnership, and impact.
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	MORE BOOKS IN THE HANDS OF CHILDREN
	To support this growth, a Facility Committee is leading efforts to establish a local location by summer 2026. Plans include a 8,000-square-foot temporary facility as Phase 2, paving the way for a future full-capacity site in Phase 3.

	AS IMPACT EXPANDS, SO DOES THE TEAM
	Two additional roles—a development & marketing manager and a partnerships manager—will deepen relationships with local school districts and community partners and support the projected regional growth.
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